cscaped {rom testing ponds near Angels Camp, where they were being readied 
for entry in the jumping frog contest. No matter what their jumping abilities, 
the frogs were not likely to get from Angels Camp to the San Bruno hills and 
Dr. Miller did not send them to the jubilee. 

Another letter then arrived from young Hales in which he said he would 
like to enter HIS frog in the contest except someone, perhaps a professional 
frog trainer, had stolen it. 

Through all this good-humored tempest, the Academy’s red frogs sat docilely 
in their tank at the Aquarium, politely looking back at human faces, and _not- 
so-politely eating their daily ration of meal worms. 


Has FeLLowsHip, WiLL TRAVEL 
Don GreaME Ke tey, able editor of the Academy’s magazine Pacific Discovery, 
recently received word that his application for a John Simon Guggenheim 
Memorial Fellowship has been approved. 

Editor Kelley’s fellowship is for a six-month trip to make studies of the 
Pacific Ocean area with a view to interpreting the work of the area’s scientists 
and its science to the general public. Academy members will see the results 
of Kelley’s trip in future editions of Pacific Discovery. 

Intending to concentrate his travel and inquiry on Australia, New Zealand, 
and the Far East, Kelley plans to start the fellowship late in 1957 or early in 1958. 


ASTRONOMY SECTION MEETING 
FORMERLY AssociIATEp with the Academy’s Astronomy department, Leon Sala- 
nave will be guest speaker at the regular meeting of the Astronomy Section 
scheduled for 8 p.m., Wednesday, June 26, in the Student Lecture Room. 
Salanave, now a research associate for the University of Michigan, will speak 
on “Exploring Tropical Isles for a Solar Observatory Site.” He will illustrate 
his lecture with colored slides. 


More FisHrs FoR THE AQUARIUM 
“TurEE Fisues” is the name of the eight-foot by four-foot mosaic which now 
hangs above the information desk in Steinhart Aquarium. 
The mosaic, made of Venetian mosaic glass, features three fishes in its design 
and is a gift to the Aquarium from Station KRON-TYV. 
KRON’s Art Director William Wagner designed and executed the hand- 
some mosaic, and it was presented to the Aquarium on the Academy’s television 
program, “Explorers of Tomorrow,” late last month. 


New MEMBERS 


THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS were elected by the Council at its meeting of May 14, 
1957: 
REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 

Miss Annette L. Bacon 

Mr. Raymond L, Elliott 

Mr. Donald M. Gregory 

Miss Mary P. Hadik-Barkoczy 

Mrs. John W. Salisbury 

Mr. M. H. Schmidt 

Miss Grace S, Watkins 


Mr. J. H. Watkins 

Mr. Jordan R. Wilbur 
Associate MEMBERSHIP 

W.H. Freeman and Company 
Famity MEMBERSHIP 

Mr. Hillary A. Nichols 
CONTRIBUTING MEMBERSHIP 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Sang 
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June Announcement 


Tu REGULAR JUNE MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be held 
at 8:15 p.m., Wednesday, June 12, in May Treat Morrison Auditorium. This 
month’s lecturer will be Kenneth E. Stager, Curator of Ornithology-Mammalogy 
at the Les Angeles County Museum, who will present: 


“FANTASTICO™ 
The film title is an apt description of the Machris Brazilian Expedition of 1956, 
sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. Maurice A. Machris and undertaken by the Los 
Angeles County Museum. 

The expedition was launched as part of the Museum’s efforts to bring to 
Western América more complete collections and knowledge of flora and fauna 
of other sections of the world. 

Lecturer Stager was a member of the Machris Expedition which chose the 
headwaters of the Rio Tocantins in the State of Goidas, central Brazil, as its 
principal field of research because of the area’s zoological promise. Only a few 
birds had been collected in the area previously; there had been no entomological 
research, and botanical interest was based on early nineteenth century collecting. 

There were ten persons in the expedition from Los Angeles, including Mr. 
and Mrs. Machris, and three were added from the staff of the Museu Nacional 
do Bras |. The expedition left Sao Paulo March 31, 1956, and embarked on 
several weeks of extensive collecting and research work. Many side excursions 
to Indian villages were also taken, adding to collections of ethnological and 
photographic material. 

Results of the field work, in terms of specimens returned to the Los Angeles 
County Museum, are 2,200 herbarium and live plant specimens, 8,100 insect 
specimens, 1,200 arachnid sp: ccimens, 200 mammal study skins and pelts, 859 
study skins of birds and, in addition, specimens of reptiles, amphibians and 
fishes were collected for the Museu Nacional. 

Mr. Stager and the motion picture “Fantastico” will offer an account of this 
fascinating expedition which Academy members and their friends are cordially 
invited to witness. 


AcapeMy Has “Most Unusuat SECRETARY” 

WHAT MAKES THE SKY BLUE? This and a host of other questions Lorraine Rogers 
is called upon to answer every day helped her to win the Most Unusual Secre- 
tary Contest recently conducted by the San Francisco News. Miss Rogers 1s 
secretary to George Bunton, manager of Morrison Planetarium. For her prize- 
winning letter—which included some of the more off-beat astronom‘cal ques- 
tions she is asked—Miss Rogers won three days’ free lodging for two at the 
Sheraton-lown House in Los Angeles, air transportation for two to that city 
and a check for $150. 


Dr. Ross READY FOR AFRICA 


CoMPLETE WITH WuHarT he cal!s a “suitcase on wheels,” Dr. Edward S. Ross, the 
Academy’s Curator of Entomology, will leave San Francisco June 6 for the first 
leg of an expedition to Africa which will keep him away from the Academy 
for nearly twelve months. He will be accompanied by Mrs. Ross and Robert E. 
Leech, son of Hugh Bb. Leech, associate Curator of Entomology. 

The “suitcase on wheels” is a special safari truck, largely designed and built 
at the Academy, and it features a collapsible tent which erects on top of the 
truck’s van. Below the tent “floor,” the van is compartmented for storage of 
all necessary equipment, food and specimens to be collected, 

The Rosses and Lecch, a student in entomology at the University of British 
Columbia, will board a Delta Lines freighter in New Orleans and are scheduled 
to land in Matadi—about 100 miles up the Congo River—in mid-July. 

Purposes of the expedition, which is sponsored by the Academy, the National 
Geographic Society, and a grant to the Academy through the San Francisco 
Foundation, are to make a survey of strange silk-spinning insects of the order 
Embioptera; to concentrate on nature photography—both still and motion 
picture—with emphasis on insects and small creatures usually neglected by big 
game photographers, and to add to the general collections of African insects 
needed for research in the Bay Area. 

The principal research and photography will be done in the Eastern Congo 
highlands. Upon leaving the highlands, the expedition will work toward Cape- 
town, by way of Eastern and Sputheactenn Africa, visiting many different life 
zones and collecting specimens en route. 

Then the expedition will move northward along the West African coast and 
will debark from the port town of Luanda in Angola in April or May of 1958. 

In pointing out the large amount of territory the expedition will cover, Dr. 
Ross likened a scientist’s first trip to Africa to a child’s first visit to a candy store. 
And Dr. Ross plans to appease his appetite by nibbling away at as many pieces 
of Africa as possible. 
A Saca or Two Frocs 
THE SIMPLE Discovery of two red frogs by members of the Academy’s Student 
Section several weeks ago rapidly took on complications which involved places 
as distant as Connecticut and persons as famous as Mark Twain. 

When the Academy announced that the two red frogs—believed to be 
mutants of the California Red-Legged Frog—had been found in the San Bruno 
hills and were on display at Steinhart Aquarium, the story was picked up by 
the wire services and quickly sent all over the country. 

Shortly thereafter, Dr. Robert C. Miller received a wire from 15-year-old 
John F. Hales of Waterbury, Connecticut, which read: “Have red frog in my 
possession, Please send feeding instructions. Letter follows.” 

In his letter, young Hales said he found his red frog in a swamp and, read- 
ing about the Academy’s frogs in a Waterbury newspaper, quickly sent for 
feeding instructions, 

Then Dr. Miller received another letter, this one from C. F. Mills, of the 
Calaveras County Jumping Frog Jubilee which grew out of the famous Mark 
Twain story. Mills, with a reasonably straight face, claimed the red frogs had 
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